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square aperture in it. On the whole, the sight
of this monument rather confirmed the idea
suggested by the supposed tomb of Zacharias;
namely, that the hewn mass of solid rock, the
surmounting pyramid and domfc of masonry,
and the sculptured frieze and Ionic columns
wrought on the faces of the squire below, were
the works of different periods, and that possibly
they might have been .tombs of antiquity, the
primitive character of which had been changed
by the subsequent addition of foreign orna-
ments.
It is probable that this monument really
occupies the place of that mentioned to have
been set up by him whose name it bears. " Now
Absalom in his life-time had taken and reared
up for himself a pillar, which is in the King's
Dale: for he said, I have no son to keep my
name in remembrance; and he called the pillar
after his own name, and it is called unto this
day Absalom's Place."* Josephus, in relating
the same circumstance, calls the pillar a marble
one ; he fixes its distance as two furlongs from
Jerusalem, and says it was named "Absalom's
Hand." t
Some doubts have existed, whether this valley
of Jehoshaphat was the King's Dale here spoken
* 2 Sam. xviii. 18.
f Joseph. Ant. Jud. 1, vii.   c. 10. s. $,